TEN BASIC CONVICTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
1.  “Establish a Biblical Authority!”
Conviction #1:  “The Bible is the inspired Word of God and the final authority for my faith and life.”

Scripture:  Joshua 1:1-9; II Timothy 3:10-17
Theme: If God is to have priority in life, then the Bible must have final authority.

Introduction
This past Friday night while watching the concluding episode of SHOGUN, one of the scenes really struck me.  One of Captain Blackthorne’s “Samurai’s” wanted to be sure that there were no Christians within their group, so he took a crucifix, threw it on the ground, then demanded that everyone stamp their foot on it or be killed.  One of the Samurai’s had some real convictions about his faith in Christ.  He knew that if he denied his Lord here on earth, then Christ would deny him in heaven.  So he refused and was killed.

I couldn’t help but think what kind of convictions we Christians have concerning our faith in Christ?  Or what issues would we dare to stand up and be counted—no matter what the cost?

I believe that one of our real problems as Christians, living in a non-Christian society, is that we lack basic Christian convictions.  We rest our faith on opinion or preferences, as a result we sway to and for in the winds of the company we keep.  What we need to develop are Christian convictions—basic scriptural principles which we purpose to follow whatever the cost.

For the next several Sundays I want to share with you TEN BASIC CONVICTIONS that are essential for living out an effective Christian life in an un-Christian world.  I will be using, for the basis of our study, the Ten Commandments.  As we study these Ten Commandments, keep in mind that, first of all, they show us God’s high moral standards.  When we realize we can’t keep them, they expose us to our sinfulness and our use of 
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God’s grace and forgiveness offered in Jesus Christ, but then, after becoming Christians through Christ, the Ten Commandments also points us to the will of God for living.

This morning we want to deal with the first commandment: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” This leads us to our first basic Christian conviction. “If God is to have priority in life as my only God, then His Word, the Bible, must have final authority for my faith in my life.”

I.  THE REVELATION OF GOD  

The first thing we need to bring out is that God has made Himself known.  That is the very basis of our Christian faith.  As I’ve shared with many of you numerous times, while in college I was a philosophy major.  My faith was challenged as I studied all the various opinions and ideas of men and world religions as to the person and nature of God.  Is He some impersonal force? The underlying power of nature? Or Karma?  Is God the ground of all being?  These questions nagged at me—how could I know who or what is right, everybody has their own opinion?  Than one day while in a psychology class a professor made a statement that caught my attention.  He said, “One person cannot know another person unless he reveals himself.”  You cannot know another living being unless that person exposes himself—his dreams, hopes, expectations.
At that point I began to view the Bible from a new perspective.  In philosophy, men were making statements about God, but  I realized that only God can truly reveal Himself.  That is exactly what God has done.  In the Ten Commandments, before God tells what He expects of us, He begins by explaining who He is and what He has done for us.  “I am the Lord your God…” What does this statement tell you about God?  He is a PERSONAL God.  He introduces Himself by His personal name—“Yahweh” (I am that I am).  God reveals Himself not as some impersonal principle or idea; He is not beyond us.  “I am…YOUR God.  In spite of your sin and shortcomings, I am the God who comes to you.  I am for you.”
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How does God come to us in the New Testament?  In the New Testament, this same personal God is the one who further reveals Himself to us in the person of Jesus Christ.  By so doing He reveals Himself to be a God of love and mercy.  In that love He even becomes vulnerable to the extent of dying on a cross.

Furthermore, God reveals Himself as an ACTING God.  What does this phrase tell you about God?  “I am the…God…who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”  As God speaks these words to the Israelites at the foot of Mt. Sinai He reveals Himself to be a God who is concerned enough about man, to act in His behalf.  Even as the Jews could look back and see God’s mighty acts to free them from the slavery in Egypt, even so we today can look back at the cross of Jesus Christ.  What mighty act do we Christians look at that reveals God to us?  That mighty act of the cross and resurrection frees us from our bondage to sin, judgment and death.  This is not only in freedom from Christ, but also freedom to serve the one true God.

Having revealed His personalness and activity, God now reveals that He is an EXCLUSIVE, PROHIBITIVE   God.  What does this statement tell us about God?  “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”  God makes the issue very clear, He demands top authority in the lives of those whom He has saved from bondage.  God does not want His people to look to anything or anyone else as an object of devotion, trust or basis of security.  God is saying that He and He alone is to have priority and authority in the lives of His people.
Now, stop and ask yourself—in what do I really put my trust?  Is it the stock market?  Is it the United States military?  Is it my own ability and ingenuity?  That is your god!  What is it that I really worship in life?  What do I really want?  What is really worthy of my time and effort?  Is it material things?  Is it pleasure—sex, drugs, alcohol?  Is it money?  Whatever is most important in your life is your God.
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God has revealed Himself, He says, “I want no other gods before me!”  Do we take that seriously?  Do you really believe that God has made Himself known?   If you do, then what are you doing to let God be the Boss, the Authority in your life?  You see, there will be no changes in your life unless you establish God as your authority in your faith and life.
II.  THE RECORD OF GOD’S REVELATION

But now we are faced with another crucial question, “How can we really be sure that we are keeping Him as our number 1?  How can I really know what God expects of me?  To what can I appeal to know whether I am obedient or disobedient to God?  We point to the Bible, don’t we?  We are saying that the Bible is the record of God’s revelation His expectation and His actions in behalf of mankind.  We appeal to the Bible!  Now, if the Bible is the record of God’s revelation about Himself, then doesn’t it follow that the Bible must also be our authority as to how as sinful people we can come into a right relationship with a Holy God and as to how we ought to live for Him?

Several weeks ago I read a letter written to Ann Landers which criticized her response to a young woman who sought advice on seeking an abortion.  The writer told Ms. Landers that the Bible made the issue very clear, “Thou shalt not kill.”  Ann Landers responded by saying, “There are other books beside the Bible.  Not all people accept the moral standards of the Bible.”  Suddenly the issue became very clear to me.  It’s one thing to say, “I believe in God,” but if we reject the authority of the Bible, as the Word of God, then we have no way of knowing what God’s will is for our lives.  Then if I want to justify my actions, and my lifestyle, the best thing for me to do is to attack or disregard the Bible.  But what then becomes my authority for living?  Do I appeal to what everyone else is doing?  Do I appeal to some great author or scientist to add credibility to my actions?  Do I appeal to my intellect?
I will say it again, if we reject the authority of the Bible, then we have no basis for knowing God’s expectations for our living.

-5-

But why should we accept the authority of the Bible as the revealed Word of God?  First, we can look to it uniqueness.  In II Peter 1:16, Peter writes, “For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye witnesses of His majesty.”  Verse 20: “First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” The Bible was written by man who saw with their own eyes what God was doing, but more than that, in order for them to understand the implications of these events in history, God, through His Holy Spirit, inspired those men so they could know what He meant.  The Bible is unique in that it speaks with the authority of God.  It tells us what man should do, but declares what God has done!
Furthermore, we accept the Bible as the record of God’s revelation because of its purpose.  II Timothy 3:14-15—Paul tells Timothy, “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writing which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”  The Bible must have authority in our lives because it is a Book of instruction. Instruction for salvation, how to come to God—God’s way.  If God is to be the only God in our lives then we must know how to come to Him His way, not ours.  The Bible declares that God’s way of coming into a right relationship with Him is through Jesus Christ alone.  (Acts 4:12; John 14:6)
Finally, we accept the Bible’s authority because it is profitable for us.  In II Timothy 3:16,17, as the  Apostle Paul continues to instruct Timothy in the importance of the  Bible, he points out that the Bible shows how Christians are to keep God as the only God in their lives.  Begin by understanding the basic doctrines and teachings of what God has revealed.

Then, use the Bible to expose us to our sins and flaws.  We need reproof, rebuke.  When the problem is exposed then also look to God’s Word for the solution, correction.  If I sin 
-6-
or commit a crime, how will I know God will even forgive me?  What must I do to receive forgiveness from  God?  The Bible speaks God’s revealed Word.  God has made known what we need to do to get right with God (Psalms 51, 32).  Then, finally, the Bible is profitable to us in that it shows us how we can live in a wholesome relationship with God.  The Bible is like a marriage manual: its pages record the revelation of God as to how we can live in a fruitful relationship with the Lord whom we love.  
What have we been saying thus far?  In the first commandment, we see that God has revealed Himself and that He commands that He alone has authority in our lives.  Then we saw that in order for God to have that exclusive position of “only God” then we must respond in obedience to the authority of His Word, the Bible.
III. THE FINAL AUTHORITY OF THAT RECORD

Now, we need to ask, how do we as Christians become obedient to this first commandment and respond to the authority of God’s Word?  First of all, we must choose the right God.   In Joshua 24:14-15, Joshua challenged the Israelites before his death, “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and faithfulness; put away the (false) gods…choose this day whom you will serve…but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  You and I have got to make some choices.  I’m always impressed when I see a certain advertisement on TV.  The room is filled with noisy people.  Two men are discussing their financial affairs when one of them suddenly says, “Well, my broker E.F. Hutton says…”  Suddenly the entire room is silent and everyone wants to listen.  Do you stop and listen when you hear the words, “Thus saith the Lord”?  Does it make any difference in your life after you have heard God’s Word preached here in church?  Who is God in your life?  You will belong to and become like whatever is most important in your life.  Our gods will enslave us—if it’s money, status and power—it will control us!  If your god is pleasure—you will jump from one thing to another, one experience to another—never fulfilled.  The Lord says choose me!  Get to know the God who has revealed Himself as recorded in the pages of the Bible.  Learn to love and trust Him.
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Second, obey the right authority in your life.  In Joshua 1, God has given Joshua a task.  With it comes a promise that He will be with him wherever he goes.  He will never fail or forsake him.  God expects Joshua to be obedient to Him.  But how was Joshua to know what God expected of him in the day to day decisions?  Was this great big audible voice to boom out of heaven?  No the answer is in verse 8, “This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it: for then you shall have good success.”  You can read a lot of books about life and living.  You can listen to many tapes on how to be successful from God’s perspective then God must have priority in your life and the only way you will know how that is to be lived out, you must get into the Bible—study its message, meditate on its applications, and then obey its directives.
CONCLUSION

If God is to be God, then we must be obedient to the Word of God.  Last week I spoke to a woman who was having problems with her children.  They were rebellious and disrespectful.  In the course of conversation I learned she was a Christian, but she was living with a man who was not her husband.  I said to her that her problem was not the children, it was her.  When I shared with her that what she was doing was sin—she told me she did not feel guilty, she rationalized by saying how many others were doing it, and that God understood her needs.  Let me ask you—who is God in her life?  Let me challenge you to develop a deep conviction about the authority of God’s Word, the Bible.  Here we have recorded the way to a right relationship with God and how to live for Him.  If you reject the authority of the Bible, you have no criteria to know the person and expectations of the Almighty God.

Can you say, “The Bible is the inspired Word of God and is the final authority for my faith and life?”

